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(54) Imitation weatherboardlng 

(57) An imitation weatherboarding consists of a moulded 
sheet 1 of plastic material which simulates weatherboard, and 
a pre-formed backing sheet 11 . The backing sheet has an 
exposed surface which, in use, abuts the sheet 1 that 
simulates the weatherboard, this exposed surface being 
configured to conform to the rear profile of the sheet of 
imitation weatherboard. Thus the backing sheet establishes 
contact with a significant proportion of the rear area of the 
imitation weatherboard. 
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At least one drawing originally filed was informal and the print reproduced here is taken from a later filed formal copy. 
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DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION 



"improvements in or relating to Imitation Weatherboarding" 



THE PRESENT INVENTION relates to imitation weatherboarding. 

For many years houses have been clad with 
weatherboarding which comprises boards of wood mounted, 
optionally with intermediate battens, on the exterior of a 
building, with one edge of each board overlapping the 
adjacent edge of the adjacent board. This is sometimes 
known as "ship-lap". 

Wood weatherboarding possesses the disadvantage 
that the wood needs to be maintained regularly, and even if 
it is maintained the wood will eventually perish, meaning 
that the weatherboarding will have to be replaced. It has 
therefore been proposed to produce imitation 
weatherboarding which does not present these difficulties. 
Such imitation weatherboarding may be formed from plastics 
or aluminium extrusions, which present the exterior 
appearance of a plurality of boards which are ship-lapped 
together, the extrusions themselves being able to be joined 
together adjacent one another to enable the extrusions to 
be mounted on a large area of a building to simulate 
weatherboarding on the building. The extrusions may be 
secured in position by means of nails or screws which pass 
through the extrusions either directly into the building or 
into battens mounted on the building. 



It is conventional to provide a foam insulation 
sheet between the extrusions and the building to provide 
some degree of thermal insulation. 

One problem that has been encountered with existing 
imitation weatherboarding of the type described above is 
that when it is raining, the rain falls on the extrusions, 
and can produce a "drumming" sound. If a significant part 
of the house is covered with the imitation weatherboarding 
this can be a significant disadvantage. The present 
invention seeks to provide an improved imitation 
weatherboarding . 

According to this invention there is provided an 
imitation weatherboarding arrangement, the arrangement 
comprising at least one imitation weatherboard element 
defining at least one "board" and at least one pre-formed 
backing sheet, the backing sheet having an exposed surface 
which is configured to conform to the rear profile of the 
said element or elements when mounted in position on the 
backing sheet so that the backing sheet establishes contact 
with a significant proportion of the rear area of the said 
element or elements. 

Preferably the arrangement includes a plurality of 
said elements. 

Conveniently each element defines a .plurality of 
boards which overlap. 

Advantageously a plurality of said elements are 
associated with a backing sheet. Thus each backing sheet 
may for example be twice as large as one of said elements. 



Preferably the backing sheet is made of foamed 
plastics. 

Conveniently the backing sheet is expanded 
polystyrene. 

Preferably the or each element is an extrusion of 
a plastics material. 

In order that the invention may be more readily 
understood, and so that further features thereof may be 
appreciated, the invention will now be described, by way of 
example, with reference to the accompanying drawing which 
is a cross-sectional view of artificial weatherboarding in 
accordance with the invention. 

Artificial weatherboarding in accordance with the 
invention is formed from a plurality of extrusions of 
plastic or aluminium, but in the present example is formed 
from extrusions of a vinyl material. Two such extrusions 1 
are shown in the drawing, and being inter-engaged. Each 
extrusion comprises a first planar portion 2 representing 
a front face of a plank and an inclined portion 3 adjacent 
thereto representing where a first plank is ship-lapped 
under an adjacent plank. Each extrusion presents a 
perpendicularly extending portion 4 representing the lower 
edge of a second plank and a further planar portion 5 
aligned with the first horizontal portion 2 representing 
the front face of the second plank. A further inclined 
portion 6 represents where the second plank is ship- lapped 
under a further plank. 

The lower end of the inclined portion 6 is provided 
with a reflexed portion 7 which forms a hook-like 
engagement, the reflexed portion terminating with a short 



planar portion 8. At the opposed end of the extrusion, the 
siirf ace 2 terminates with a downwardly extending portion 9 
which effectively corresponds to the perpendicular portion 

4 and a rearwardly returned terminal portion 10. As can be 
seen from the region 11 of Figure 1 the downwardly 
extending portion 9 and the inwardly returned portion 10 of 
one extrusion may be engaged with the hook-like portion 7 
of an adjacent extrusion, to produce a relatively large 
area of imitation weatherboarding. Clearly a large number 
of extrusions may be joined together in this way. 

In the present invention the extrusions, as 
described above, are used in combination with a backing 
sheet. The backing sheet may be formed of a foamed 
plastics material, such as foamed polystyrene. Preferably 
the foamed plastics material provides significant 
insulating properties. As can be seen, the backing 
material has a profiled upper surface 12 which is designed 
to touch the extrusions 1 underneath the surfaces 2, 3, 4, 

5 and 6 as described above. Thus, these surfaces are 
prevented from "drumming" when it rains. 

It is to be appreciated that in providing a 
building with weatherboarding as described above, initially 
the backing sheet is secured in position, optionally with 
the use of intermediate battens, by driving nails or screws 
through the backing sheet. Since the backing sheet is made 
of polystyrene this is not a difficult task. Subsequently, 
the lower-most extrusion 1 is mounted in position on the 
backing sheet. The planar portion 8 of the first 
extrusion 1 is inserted into a slot' 13 which is provided 
for that purpose in the backing sheet. The second 
extrusion is then mounted in position^ with the returned 
portion 10 of the second extrusion engaging the hook-like 
portion of the first extrusion. A second backing sheet may 



then be mounted in position. It can be seen that the 
backing sheet 11 is provided with a recessed portion 14 
which can be engaged over the upper end of an adjacent 
backing sheet, trapping the planar portion 8 of the upper 
extrusion on that backing sheet. 

Whilst the invention has been described with 
reference to one embodiment it is to be appreciated that 
many modifications of design may be effected without 
departing from the scope of the invention as defined in the 
following Claims. 



CLAIMS: 



1. A imitation weatherboarding arrangement, the 
arrangement comprising at least one imitation weatherboard 
element defining at least one "board" and at least one pre- 
formed backing sheet, the backing sheet having an exposed 
surface which is configured to conform to the rear profile 
of the said element or elements when mounted in position on 
the backing sheet so that the backing sheet establishes 
contact with a significant proportion of the rear area of 
the said element or elements. 

2. An arrangement according to Claim 1 wherein the 
arrangement includes a plurality of said elements. 

3. An arrangement according to Claim 1 or 2 wherein 
each element defines a plurality of boards which overlap. 

4. An arrangement according to Claim 2 or Claim 3 
wherein a plurality of said elements are associated with a 
backing sheet. 

5. An arrEOigement according to any one of the 
preceding Claims wherein the backing sheet is made of 
foamed plastics. 

6. An arrangement according to Claim 5 wherein, the 
backing sheet is expanded polystyrene. 

7. An arrangement according to any one of the 
preceding Claims wherein the or each element is an 
extrusion of a plastics material. 



8. An imitation weatherboarding arrangement 
substantially as herein described with reference to and as 
shown in the accompanying drawing. 

9. Any novel feattire or combination of features 
disclosed herein. 
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